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MaineHousing
• Proposed by Governor Curtis and approved by 

the Legislature in 1969
• Independent, Quasi-State Agency
• Grown to a $2.105 billion public purpose bank 

with an AA+ bond rating
• Financed over 55,000 first time home buyer 

loans
• Financed over 11,000 affordable apartments
• Helped over 25,000 low-income families and 

seniors afford their rent



Housing Choice Voucher Program
• MaineHousing’s Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher program 

provides rental assistance to around 3,800 income-eligible 
tenants by subsidizing a portion of  their monthly rent and 
utilities and paying it directly to their landlords.

• The Housing Choice Voucher Department prioritizes 60% of  
their available vouchers for people experiencing homelessness.



Homeless Priority (Home To Stay)
• Applicants are referred from a participating Shelter for screening 

into the program
• Participating shelters receive ESG funds to staff  Housing 

Navigators
• Participants must participate in case management for the first year
• Applicants must agree to reside in MaineHousing jurisdiction
• Goal of  this program is housing stability through education and 

support



Housing Navigator Pilot Program
• The Housing Navigation Pilot is a two-year pilot program 

established by the legislature that supports housing 
navigation services, recognized as a best practice by the U.S. 
Department of  Veteran Affairs. 

• The navigators for this program will work with families in 
obtaining housing, and assist them in maintaining stable 
housing following lease up. 

• Goal is to expand the current system of  emergency shelter 
housing navigators to include additional organizations, 
especially in underserved communities and/or geographic 
areas of  the state. 



Housing Navigator Pilot Program Cont.

The three major components of  the Housing Navigator Pilot 
Program are:
• Landlord engagement
• Pre-tenancy assistance to families
• Housing stability services



Housing Navigator Pilot Program Cont.
Funding is being provided in order to accomplish the following goals:

• Engage landlords in areas of  the state where the rental vacancy rate is very low 
and develop partnerships that encourage them to rent to families experiencing 
or at significant risk of  experiencing homelessness.

• Partner with the regional Homeless Response Service Hub, Public Housing 
Authority, Community Action Agency, Homeless Liaisons in area schools 
and/or community networks that assist families with housing to accept 
referrals of  families experiencing or at significant risk of  homelessness.



Housing Navigator Pilot Program Cont.
Funding is being provided in order to accomplish the following goals:

• Provide support to families with rental assistance to obtain units, and continue 
that support during the first year of  tenancy to assist them in remaining stably 
housed.

• Offer assistance to families with homeless students who have been referred by 
area schools in obtaining rental assistance through MaineHousing’s Stability 
Through Engagement Program (STEP).

• Ensure that all participating families remain stably housed through their first 
year of  tenancy.
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What does EMPath do?



EMPath’s Model



EMPath’s Bridge to Self-Sufficiency is a self-assessment 
that recognizes that economic mobility requires a holistic 

approach
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