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“Ten years ago, a Pleasantview Homes mom corralled her four kids indoors when gangsters 

 she called the “Dogs” started their routine assembly outside. Sure enough, a reporter noted at the 

time, a gunbattle erupted - the kind of flying bullets that a few months earlier struck a kindergartner 

and, before that, killed another little girl.  It would be the last year for such outbreaks at the low-

income housing project near 30th and Parker Streets. In 2008 the government demolished the 

barracks-style complex and 23 acres – once home to 182 families - sat vacant.”  

(Omaha World-Herald, October 2, 2017) 

 

 

The Challenge - Pleasantview Homes Housing Development 

Pleasantview Homes was a public housing development that provided homes to 182 low-income 

families in one of the oldest neighborhoods in North Omaha, but it was also an extremely 

dangerous area that was notorious for the violence that erupted around it. The riots of North Omaha 

in the late 1960’s, combined with the high loss of jobs and disinvestment in the area, contributed 

to the increasing concentration of poverty and racial segregation. As the years passed, the plague 

of drugs, murders, and gang activity took a toll on the area and it became a place where low-

income families lived in fear.      

 

In 2008, the Omaha Housing Authority received approval from the U.S. Department of Housing 

and Urban Development (HUD) to relocate the Pleasantview Homes’ families and demolish all of 

the buildings.  With violent crime in the North Omaha at an all-time high, including 26 homicides 

and 154 gun assaults, the community knew it was time to make a change.   

 

The Solution - The Highlander Redevelopment Area 

Founded in 2011, Seventy-Five North Revitalization Corp. (“75 North”), a 501(c)(3), had one 

purpose: to facilitate the revitalization of healthy, sustainable, mixed-income community where 

Pleasantview Homes once stood and help “break the cycle of poverty and community 

deterioration.”  Named for the highway that that bifurcates North Omaha, 75 North’s mission to 

redevelop and transform the area has been supported by Purpose Built Communities and Susie 

Buffett’s Sherwood Foundation.   

 

Renamed the Highlander Redevelopment Area for its scenic views from atop one of Omaha’s 

highest elevations, 75 North acquired nearly 40 acres of vacant land located in historic north 

Omaha that was ripe for redevelopment. Once the demolition of the Pleasantview Homes was 

complete, 75 North partnered with co-developer Brinshore Development, LLC to create a vision 

for the area that includes mixed-income apartment homes, duplexes, and townhomes in 

conjunction with open green spaces, a recreation area with a playground and swimming pool and 

various retail options. The site also includes a 65,000 square-foot commercial and community 

center called the Accelerator.  As part of the three-tiered model pioneered by Purpose Built 

Communities, 75 North understood that for the community to thrive the Highlander 

Redevelopment Area must address the housing, education and wellness needs of the community. 
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Highlander Housing  

The nearly $20 million first phase of development of 101 units, including a mixture of affordable 

and market-rate units, is complete and 100% occupied.  The development included multiple 

partners and funding sources, including the issuance of tax-exempt bonds and Low-Income 

Housing Tax Credits from the Nebraska Investment Finance Authority (“NIFA”).   

 

Highlander offers row houses, townhouses, courtyard and walk-up style apartment homes in 1, 2 

and 3 bedroom styles at attractive rental rates. Designed for families, singles, young professionals 

and seniors, Highlander is a vibrant, pet friendly neighborhood filled with an array of apartment 

styles.  

 

Residents can enjoy a large variety of unit and community amenities including sustainable and 

energy efficient components in each apartment home.  There is also a community garden, site 

security, secure off-street parking, a business center and fitness center. These are all opportunities 

once unimaginable in this neighborhood. 

 

A second phase of development of 60 affordable and market rate units for seniors is currently 

proposed.  The vision of the second phase will incorporate intergenerational support and activities 

in the area.    

 

Building a connection with the Neighborhood 

Not only did 75 North envision what could be developed on the vacant land, they also identified 

and nurtured key community partnerships that would improve the quality of life for future residents 

and the surrounding neighborhood.   

 

Located near the redevelopment area, the Howard Kennedy Elementary school is and traditionally 

has been one of the lowest performing schools in one of the highest poverty concentrated areas 

within the Omaha Public School district.  Focusing on the education pillar and with assistance 

from 75 North, the new principal learned about the Purpose Built Communities’ school cradle-to-

grave model and has implemented a robust S.T.E.M. (Science, Technology, Engineering, 

Mathematics) curriculum.  More importantly, the administration and staff saw the need to bridge 

services and communication with the families in the neighborhood.   

 

Ensuring the Highlander community has access to facilities to address the wellness component, 

the Charles Drew Health Center is located just steps from the Highlander redevelopment area.  The 

center is a non-profit and provides medical, dental and pharmacy services to residents.  It also 

offers community enrichment programs such as a farmer’s market, Father’s for a Lifetime, Healthy 

Families – a healthy lifestyle program for children and teens, interpreter services, Omaha Healthy 

Start and Woman, Infant and Children (WIC) programs.   
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The Accelerator Community Center 

The Accelerator community center is a multi-purpose community center that offers an large event 

hall-flex space, several eateries, educational opportunities and activities that emphasize wellness 

and fellowship—all focused on enriching the lives of residents in the Highlander community.   

 

According to Feeding America, forty percent of all children living in North Omaha are “food 

insecure.”  Over half of all children in the affected area “rarely” eat fresh fruits and vegetables.  

The Accelerator is home to Whispering Roots urban farm, an organization dedicated to bringing 

healthy fresh food, innovative agricultural techniques and S.T.E.M. education to students.   The 

Highlander Marketplace is a weekly family-friendly event dedicated to entrepreneurs and local 

artists showcasing their local goods, entertainment, and food. Vendors participating in the 

marketplace are eligible to receive WIC certification allowing for their acceptance of Farmers 

Market Nutrition coupons.   

 

The Center also includes a coffeehouse and a food hub with three micro kitchens that is anchored 

by the nationally recognized restaurant, Big Mama’s Kitchen.  

 

Two area colleges, Creighton University and Metro Community College, have satellite offices and 

classroom space in the Accelerator. Residents can sit down with an advisor to talk about navigating 

the next steps in a career or speak with a nutrition specialist to decrease stress factors in their life.  

A number of educational programs are offered to residents of all ages, including a monthly Plant-

Based Nutrition discussions on the benefits of plant-based diets.   

 

Finally, the Accelerator hosts a series of free outdoor fitness classes throughout the summer, 

including a Boot Camp style class and Yoga.   

   

Conclusion 

Through its innovative, holistic and community-centered approach to development, 75 North has 

breathed new life into what was once a dangerous and dilapidated area by transforming it into a 

dynamic mixed-use development and sustainable community. The community space is designed 

to celebrate not only the area, but also the residents.  Green space built on the past now encourages 

fellowship and nurtures connections with friends both old and new.  Creative housing options 

afford community members a place to call home that is both safe and welcoming.  Educational 

opportunities to grow and thrive that were once a dream are now a reality for the children of 

Highlander.  75 North, in partnership with Purpose Built Communities and support from their 

partner organizations has built a new and vibrant neighborhood that serves as a model for other 

communities across the country searching for answers to solve their toughest and most challenging 

communities. 

 

 



Highlander Redevelopment Area 

Supplemental Information 

 

Then……. 

 

And Now…….. 
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Videos & Websites for the  

Highlander Redevelopment 

 

 

Videos: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Xdht12DWEk&feature=youtu.be 

http://www.ketv.com/article/hardy-coffee-co-moves-hq-to-highlander-redevelopment/19399685 

http://www.wowt.com/content/news/Highlander-neighborhood-seeing-major-upgrade-with-75-North-

Development-Project-449336583.html 

 

Websites: 

http://livingathighlander.com/ 

http://highlanderomaha.com/ 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Xdht12DWEk&feature=youtu.be
http://www.ketv.com/article/hardy-coffee-co-moves-hq-to-highlander-redevelopment/19399685
http://www.wowt.com/content/news/Highlander-neighborhood-seeing-major-upgrade-with-75-North-Development-Project-449336583.html
http://www.wowt.com/content/news/Highlander-neighborhood-seeing-major-upgrade-with-75-North-Development-Project-449336583.html
http://livingathighlander.com/
http://highlanderomaha.com/
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