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Ohio Housing Finance Agency 

Starting at Home: Using Philanthropy, Research and Practice to 
Build Strong Communities   

Special Achievement 

Creating the Starting at Home Conference 
Where we live had profound implications on where we grow, work and age. The affordable 

housing industry’s unique position serves to change the lives of millions throughout the country. 

Recognizing this fact, the Ohio Housing Finance Agency (OHFA) and the Ohio Capital 

Corporation for Housing (OCCH) developed the Starting at Home Conference to enhance the 

dialogue between visionaries, advocates, social service providers, policy makers, developers 

and investors.  

About the Conference 
While the annual Ohio Housing Conference is an incredibly successful event, its focus is 

relatively narrow, despite being the largest event of its kind in the nation. Speakers and other 

participants consist almost exclusively of OHFA stakeholders with sessions focusing on the 

mechanics of programs and related issues. Though important, this narrow focus leaves many 

discussions of interest on the proverbial cutting room floor. 

The Starting at Home Conference, first held in April 2015 and again in April 2017, demonstrates 

the desire to better understand how the affordable housing industry can interact with and 

support other sectors. The objectives of this conference are to create an event that reaches 

beyond our industry, connect state and national experts from a variety of disciplines, and 

establish networking opportunities that encourage collaboration. In short, this conference raises 

the level of discourse with sectors outside of housing to better inform our policies and those of 

our partners. 

Beyond housing, the Starting at Home Conference discusses connections between 

transportation equity, infant mortality, educational achievement and aging. By building 

momentum in the public policy space, this conference establishes that housing is a platform that 

can be effectively used to improve the lives of individuals and families.  



Collaboration Among Experts 
This year, speakers represented a wide array of constituencies from federal, state and local 

agencies; professors from six universities; and numerous experts from the private and non-profit 

sectors. The conference featured the following keynote speakers: 

• Jonathan Rose, Founder and President of Jonathan Rose Companies LLC, a 

multidisciplinary real estate development, planning and investment firm with nearly 

30 years of experience in creating resilient and inclusive cities; 

• Carol Naughton, President of Purpose Built Communities, a nonprofit dedicated to 

breaking the cycle of intergenerational poverty and best known for its role in the 

transformation of the East Lake neighborhood in Atlanta; 

• Kalima Rose, Vice President for Strategic Intitiatives at PolicyLink, a national 

research and action institute advancing economic and social equality; and 

• Sarah Rosen Wartell, President of the Urban Institute, one of the nation’s foremost 

creators of policy research with over half a century of experience.  

Housing and Urban Development Secretary Ben Carson also gave remarks during a special 

session. Following his speech, select participants joined Dr. Carson and his staff in a planned 

discussion. 

Attendee Feedback 
In 2015, the Starting at Home Conference attracted over 280 attendees from throughout the 

United States and Canada. This year, we exceeded that amazing turnout with over 300 

attendees. 

Following the conference, we sent a survey to collect feedback from those who joined us. 

Responses were overwhelmingly positive. We asked participants to rate their level of agreement 

with each of the following statements on a scale of one to 10, with 10 indicating complete 

agreement: 

Statement Average Score 

Overall, I thought this was an excellent conference. 9.16 

What I learned at the conference was definitely worth the cost of attendance. 9.22 

I would absolutely want to attend another conference like this in the future. 9.24 

The following are comments included by attendees: 

“I really love the fact that this conference brings together so many people from different 

professions, specialties and organizations. That alone makes this so much more valuable than 

many other conferences I attend.” 

“I was able to communicate with people that were involved with low-income matters that I 

previously had not been aware were part of the same network of health and affordable housing 

that I am involved with. The conference, in general, expanded my knowledge of where health 

and housing are connected.” 

“I was able to discuss a number of things with academics whose research gave a different 

perspective.” 

“Great selection of speakers with differing but complementing discussions.” 



Improving Housing, Improving Lives 
In part because of the positive reception for this event, we will be revisiting some of the topics 

from the Starting at Home Conference at our fall conference to introduce them to a broader 

audience. OHFA views events like these as a key part of its mission. While our role is to finance 

the development and preservation of affordable housing, housing does not exist in a vacuum. 

Rather, it serves as a platform for improving the lives of low-income households across many 

dimensions. HFAs should take a leadership role in facilitating these discussions, and OHFA is 

working to do its part. 
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HOME
Using Philanthropy, Research and 

Practice to Build Strong Communities  

Join us for Starting at Home where we explore the role of 
affordable housing and connect the work of multiple sectors           

to create a higher standard for community development.

April 27 & 28, 2017

Renaissance Columbus 
Downtown Hotel

50 North Third Street
Columbus, OH 43215

Convene 

This conference convenes professionals working in academia, philanthropy and 

housing to engage in a dialogue about the role of affordable housing in building 

strong and vibrant communities that enable people to prosper.   

Connect 

Sessions will draw on the knowledge of renowned professionals whose work 

connects research, practice and philanthropy in thought-provoking ways.

Collaborate 

Plentiful networking opportunities will enable attendees to establish new 

partnerships and wider coalitions, bridging knowledge and action.   



SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE
TH U R S DAY,  APR I L  2 7 ,  2 0 1 7

8:00am ― 9:00am Registration and Breakfast

9:00am ― 10:15am Opening Plenary Keynote:  Jonathan Rose

10:15am ― 10:30am Break/Networking

10:30am ― 11:45am Sessions 

A1 Anchoring Innovation

A2 Location, Location, Location

A3 Aging in Communities

11:45am ― 1:00pm Luncheon Keynote: Carol Naughton

1:15pm ― 2:30pm Sessions

B1 Accelerators for Economic Inclusion

B2 (Not) Driving for Better

B3 Redefining Aging in Place

2:30pm – 2:45pm Break/Networking

2:45pm ― 4:00pm Sessions

C1 Measuring Opportunity

C2 Leveraging Resources: Integrating Housing and Health Policy into Action

C3 Two Generations, One Future:  How Housing Stabilizes Families and Strengthens Classrooms

4:00pm ― 4:15pm Break/Networking

4:15pm ― 5:30pm Sessions

D1 Retrofitting Opportunity

D2 Benefiting Communities: How the Health Care and Housing Sectors Intersect

D3 The Challenge of Getting to One

5:30pm ― 7:30pm Reception

FR IDAY,  APR I L  2 8 ,  2 0 1 7
8:00am ― 9:00am Registration and Breakfast

9:00am ― 10:15am Morning Session

10:15am ― 10:30am Break/Networking

10:30am ― 11:45am Sessions

E1 A New Landscape – The Future of Federal Housing Policy

E2 The Power of Data

E3 Partnerships in Action

12:00pm ― 1:30pm Closing Session/Luncheon

FOR INFORMATION ON SESSIONS AND SPEAKERS PLEASE VISIT: 
OHIOHOME.ORG/STARTINGATHOME

http://Ohiohome.org/Startingathome












3/23/17 AS Speaker Organization
Day 1

Opening Plenary Hal Keller (M)
Ohio Capital Corporation for 
Housing

Sean Thomas (M) Ohio Housing Finance Agency

Jonathan Rose Jonathan Rose Companies

Session A1 Sue Darby (M) YMCA of Central Ohio

Dr. Meagan Ehlenz
School of Geographical Sciences 
& Urban Planning, Arizona State 
University

Dr. Kim Zeuli
Institute for a Competitive Inner 
City

Session A2 Jennifer Noll (M)
Mid-Ohio Regional Planning 
Commission

Dr. Rosie Tighe
Levin College of Urban Affairs, 
Cleveland State University

Dr. Shima Hamidi University of Texas, Arlington

Session A3 Caryn Hederman (M) Hederman Consulting LLC

Dr. Heidi Ewen
Institute of Gerontology,  
University of Georgia

Alisha Sanders
LeadingAge Center for Applied 
Research

Richard Browdie Benjamin Rose Institute on Aging

Luncheon Hal Keller (M)
Ohio Capital Corporation for 
Housing

Carol Naughton Purpose Built Communities

Session B1 Kim Cutcher (M) Toledo LISC
Amanda Hoffsis Campus Partners
Chris Ronayne University Circle Inc.

Bobbi Reichtell Campus District

Session B2 Amy Hanauer (M) Policy Matters Ohio

Grace Gallucci
Northeast Ohio Areawide 
Coordinating Agency 

Jason Segedy City of Akron



William Murdock
Mid-Ohio Regional Planning 
Commission

Session B3 Sharon Shaffer (M) Wallick Communities

Michelle Norris
National Church Residences 
Investment Corporation

Doug Tayek AARP Ohio

Kathy Sykes Environmental Protection Agency

Session C1 Dr. Brian Knudsen (M)
Poverty & Race Research Action 
Council

Dr. Rachel Kleit
Knowlton School of Architecture, 
The Ohio State University

Dr. Kirk McClure
Department of Urban Planning, 
University of Kansas

Matt Martin
Kirwan Institute for the Study of 
Race and Ethnicity, The Ohio 
State University

Session C2 Angela Mingo (M) Nationwide Children's Hospital

Janet Viveiros National Housing Conference

Dr. Kamilla Wood
Stewards of Affordable Housing 
for the Future

Dr. Maureen Byrnes
Milken Institute School of Public 
Health, George Washington 
University

Session C3 Colleen Grady (M) Ohio Department of Education

Sue Fothergill Attendance Works

Isabel Toth
Community Properties of Ohio 
Management Services

Dale Erquiaga Communities in Schools

Session D1 Janet Hales (M) Ohio Poverty Law Center

Sunia Zaterman
Council of Large Public Housing 
Authorities

Garth Rieman
National Council of State Housing 
Agencies



Jarrod Elwell
Enterprise Advisors, Enterprise 
Community Partners, Inc.

Session D2 Barb Poppe (M)
Barbara Poppe and associates, 
LLC

Dr. Denise Koo
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention

Peggy Bailey
Center on Budget and Policy 
Priorities

Barry Steffen
U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development

Session D3 Ryan Adcock (M) Cradle Cincinnati

Dr. Jason Reece
Knowlton School of Architecture, 
The Ohio State University

Carly Salamone Northwest Ohio Pathways HUB

Dr. Arthur James
Department of Obstetrics and 
Gynecology, The Ohio State 
University 

Day 2

Morning Session Hal Keller (M)
Ohio Capital Corporation for 
Housing

Kalima Rose PolicyLink

Session E1 Mark Shelburne (M) Novogradac & Company LLP

Garth Rieman
National Council of State Housing 
Agencies

Robert Rozen
Washington Council Ernst & 
Young

J.P. Delmore
National Association of 
Homebuilders

Session E2 Mary Helen Petrus (M)
Federal Reserve Bank of 
Cleveland

Elizabeth Nash PolicyMap
Dr. Keely Jones Stater HAI Group

Dr. Brian Mikelbank
Levin College of Urban Affairs, 
Cleveland State University

Session E3 Jeanne Golliher (M) Cincinnati Development Fund

Buzz Roberts
National Association of 
Affordable Housing Lenders

Peg Moertl PNC Bank
Michael Duffy McCormack Baron Salazar



Closing Session/Luncheon Hal Keller (M)
Ohio Capital Corporation for 
Housing

Sean Thomas (M) Ohio Housing Finance Agency

Sarah Rosen Wartell Urban Institute
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