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St. Michael’s Housing Phase I 

Vision 
St. Michael’s Veteran Center seeks to empower veterans toward healthy 
reintegration with their families and communities by providing safe, permanent 
housing and supportive services.  St. Michael’s Veterans Center envisions a 
community that honors, supports and cares for the veterans we welcome home.   

The Need for Veteran Housing 

In the past ten years, 2.4 million men and women have served in Afghanistan and 
Iraq.  Service men and women returning from active duty, together with those 
aging from previous conflicts are among the growing Kansas City metro area’s 
homeless veteran population.  They struggle with lack of affordable housing and 
critical support services within a reasonable proximity – whether their needs are 
shelter; emotional, mental, or physical health care; employment; and/or social 
networking, the campus will actively engage the community of service providers to 
help meet the needs of residents and veterans within the community. 

According to the area’s Veterans Integrated Services Network Report, there were 
only 145 permanent housing beds available for veterans in Kansas City.  Yet, in the 
metro area, the number of homeless veterans exceeds 1,400 with 87 percent 
suffering from mental illness and/or a substance abuse disorder according to the 
Heart of America Stand Down Foundation.  A recent report also ranks substance 
abuse and/or mental health treatment among the “most unmet needs” cited by 
homeless veterans along with shelter, medical services, food, personal hygiene, 
clothing, and social support. 

There is a significant need for a hospitable, safe environment to be developed 
with a campus setting where resources and support services can be accessed by 
homeless veterans. 

St. Michael’s Veterans Center provides special needs housing that includes, but is 

not limited to: 

 Homeless veterans

 Veterans (non-homeless) with special needs

 Veterans facing imminent risk of being homeless

 Veterans determined to be “doubled up” regarding current living
accommodations

 Supportive services for veterans with physical, mental and emotional
impairments.
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St. Michael’s Housing Phase I 

St. Michael’s Veterans Center Campus 

St. Michael’s Veterans Center is a 24 acre campus located at East 39th Street and 
Emanuel Cleaver Boulevard in Kansas City, Missouri.  This unique campus was 
planned to specifically address the need of at-risk military veterans with safe, 
quality housing and support services which include case management and 
counseling.  The challenges faced by veterans from previous wars and current 
conflicts when they leave active duty are well documented, and we believe the St. 
Michael’s campus is well designed to assist veterans who meet those challenges. St. 
Michael’s Veteran’s Center is a Public/Private Partnership between the Yarco 
Company, City of Kansas City, Missouri Housing Development Commission and many 
service agencies.  

St. Michael’s Housing Phase I 

Phase I of St. Michael’s campus is a three story building completed in July 2014 with 
58 one-bedroom furnished units, which include fully equipped kitchens.  The 
property provides laundry rooms on each floor along with free Wi-Fi within the 
building.  This first phase of St. Michael’s has a large community room and smaller 
community spaces on the second and third floor for the resident’s enjoyment.  The 
property includes three offices and a waiting room for the not-for-profit agency to 
provide support services and has a large classroom space equipped with computers 
to provide training and computer access for the residents.   The first phase has a 
large exercise room to provide aerobic and weight training opportunities and can be 
used by residents for physical therapy.  Total development cost for Phase I is 
approximately $11,000,000. Source of funding included Federal and State LIHTC, 
State HOME funds, and conventional construction financing.   
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At St. Michael’s Veterans Center, residents don’t just get a bed.  They get a fully 
equipped apartment home with access to a full spectrum of supportive services 
designed to meet their needs.  And, it’s all conveniently located on one central 
campus. 

Catholic Charities will utilize the strengths-based model of service at the St. Michael 
Veteran’s Center.  Strengths-based case management services include mental 
health and substance abuse counseling; engagement in a 12-step program; peer to 
peer mentoring; employment readiness and job skills training; transportation; legal 
support; referrals for education or GED instruction; and assistance in obtaining local, 
state and/or federal benefits.  The goal is to empower veterans toward healthy 
reintegration within their family and community.



St. Michael’s Housing Phase I 

Yarco Company, Inc. (Yarco) is a Kansas City-based professional real estate, 
property manager and owner/development firm specializing in multi-family 
housing.  Yarco is responsible for more than 100 properties, comprising more 
than 9,000 apartment homes located in 9 states.  Yarco properties house over 
36,000 individuals on any given day.  In the past fifty years Yarco has developed 
more than 8,000 apartment homes in more than 70 communities, with total 
developed values in excess of $600 million.

The Bishop Boland Institute and Catholic Charities of Kansas City-St. Joseph 
formed St. Michael’s Veterans Center, Inc. for the sole purpose of co-developing 
and owning the veteran’s campus.  For 133 years, Catholic Charities has provided 
social services to the Kansas City community.  Today, the agency provides services 
annually to more than 150,000 vulnerable individuals and families of all faiths.  
Since incorporating in 2001, the Bishop Boland Institute has sponsored, developed, 
and retained responsibility for the asset management of an $81 million housing 
portfolio.  This portfolio provides housing and supportive services for over 1,059 
at-risk seniors.

Development Team 
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The Missouri Housing Development Commission (MHDC) was created in 1969 by 
the General Assembly and is an instrumentality of the state of Missouri, which 
constitutes a body corporate and politic. MHDC administers, and provides financing 
for, the construction of affordable housing. The Commission also provides funding 
for home loans to qualified, first-time buyers through a network of certified, 
private mortgage lenders. Mortgage financing is facilitated through the sale of 
mortgage-backed securities and through the sale of tax-exempt bonds that the 
Commission is authorized to issue. 

The Commission administers the federal and Missouri Low-Income Housing Tax 
Credit (LIHTC) programs, the Affordable Housing Assistance Program Tax Credit 
(AHAP), federal HOME funds, and the direct funding of several housing assistance 
programs. Further, the Commission administers homeless assistance funds for 
permanent housing in an effort to end homelessness in Missouri. The Commission 
also provides advisory, consultative, training and educational services to non-profit 
housing organizations.

The Commission includes the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, State Treasurer, 
Attorney General and six persons appointed by the Governor with the advice and 
consent of the Senate.
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