
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HFA: Michigan State Housing Development Authority 
Category: Special Achievement  

Entry Name: Eliminating Blight in Michigan 
 
Overview, Background and Objective 
 
Blight is an unsightly malady that invades communities and neighborhoods throughout the 
country, but it is particularly pervasive in Michigan. It creates long-lasting negative effects that 
malign the face of Michigan neighborhoods, increase public safety costs, contribute to 
foreclosures, cost jobs, and put the lives of Michigan residents in jeopardy. 
 
In addition to rising crime rates, loss of jobs and overall economic misery, one of the most 
frustrating impacts that blight presented was declining property values and lessening success in 
foreclosure prevention efforts. As fast as we’re aiding homeowners with Hardest Hit funds, 
these same homeowners were “giving up,” based on the continued decline of values on their 
streets, in their neighborhoods and in their communities. 
 
As far back as 2009, the Michigan State Housing Development Authority recognized the blight 
issue as one that would obstruct Michigan’s economic recovery and invested millions into 
residential and commercial demolition in neighborhoods across the state. 
 
The results were startling and not in a good way. Despite all the monetary investment and the 
successful elimination of a vast number of vacant and blighted structures, hardly a noticeable 
dent was made in the problem. 
 
An Innovative Plan Responds to a State Need 
 
MSHDA recognized that the blight issue was a complex one that needed to be tackled from 
more than one angle and developed a long-term plan to invest substantial resources into 
addressing each component that contributed to the ugly menace known as blight.  
 

 A partnership with MSHDA and the Department of Human Services (DHS) Pathways to 

Potential program was formed as part of the state Neighborhood Revitalization initiative. 

The DHS locates social workers in schools. Schools become the focus as the core of a 

neighborhood. They provide the resources to improve outcomes for families in the areas 

of health, safety, education, school attendance, and self-sufficiency. The initiative makes 

students and their families stronger and safer by reducing truancy and offering 

integrated services.  

 

Dangerous structures identified by school officials and families have been eliminated in 

11 targeted school areas with an investment of $10 million and 951 demolitions 

complete or in progress. 

 

 A $15 million statewide fund was created to invest in blight elimination projects in every 

Michigan region that achieved three key outcomes: the promotion of public safety, the 

stabilization of property values and the enhancement of economic development.  

 

Nearly 1,000 commercial and residential structures have been demolished or are in 

progress, generating millions of dollars in new economic activity. 
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 The funding of the Motor City Mapping Survey and participation on the Steering 

Committee of the Detroit Blight Task Force was another component of the multifaceted 

approach that MSHDA brought to the table in the fight against blight in Michigan.  A 

$300 million federal effort announced by the Obama administration in September 2013 

focused on addressing blight removal, public works and public safety. The task force 

plan (the link is provided in the attachments that follow this narrative) lays out a strategic 

framework to address every blighted structure and parcel in the city of Detroit as quickly 

as possible.  

 

The Motor City Mapping project provided condition data on every parcel in Detroit, and 

created a framework for use of an ongoing tool called “blexting.” Blexting allows 

community groups, residents, officials and the general public to submit ongoing updates 

to the data via a mobile phone app that will assist in the annual surveying process and 

ongoing management of the blight removal strategy in Detroit. 

 

 We crafted an application to the U.S. Department of Treasury, the department 

administering the Hardest Hit Fund, with a request to repurpose some of those federal 

funds already allocated to MSHDA. We asked specifically for $100 million to fight blight 

in five of our major urban areas: Detroit, Flint, Grand Rapids, Pontiac and Saginaw. 

Treasury reviewed our proposal and approved it in June 2013, and the Hardest Hit Blight 

Elimination program became the first of its kind in the nation. Each targeted area 

identified meets one or more of the following criteria: 

 

o Is in direct support of proposed investment of public or private funds including 
properties that will be redeveloped for residential or commercial use 

o Is directly adjacent to or across from recent public or private investment, 
proposed investment or other assets designated as critical investments or 
institutions by state or local officials 

o Is in close proximity to schools and institutions 
o Is critical for investment in or improvement of infrastructure, public parks or other 

locally or state-endorsed projects 
o Assists in the stabilization of neighborhoods with high rates of foreclosure 

prevention services, homeownership or other tipping point indicators 
o -- Prevents a visual impediment along key corridors 

 

 MSHDA began working with land banks across the state to strategically select the areas of the 

 cities that needed the biggest hand. Though we couldn’t resolve all the blight issues in every 

 neighborhood, we focused on those areas that would have the greatest impact on positive 

 economic growth once the blight was removed. 

 

 We are proud to report that this innovative program, created by repurposing $100 million 

 dollars of our Hardest Hit funds, has begun processing over 3,000 blighted properties for 

 demolition. The initial strategic plans from all the designated cities indicate that this 

 program will eliminate more than 11,000 blighted structures.  
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Summary  

 

From state and local elected officials to community and neighborhood organizations to 

economic development professionals to the people of Michigan, everyone agrees that blight 

elimination is crucial to the state’s continued economic recovery. MSHDA has played a 

leadership role in bringing all these factions together to successfully address the issue and great 

strides have been taken in accomplishing what was once thought to be an impossible task. 

Michigan has gained nationwide attention for its positive progress, especially blight elimination. 

Please note the following attachments that include media coverage as well as internal 

communication. As each demolition takes place, people are voicing their satisfaction, taking 

pride in their neighborhoods, keeping their homes and watching their property values rise as 

their communities thrive once again.    
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Attachments 
 
 

 Detroit Blight Removal Task Force Plan and Link to Downloads  

 Media Coverage (in same order as Monday Morning News articles) 

 Monday Morning News (Internal Employee Newsletter) Blight Articles 

 Before and After Photos of Hardest Hit Funding Demolition 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Link to Downloads: http://report.timetoendblight.org/  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://report.timetoendblight.org/
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Media Coverage of Michigan’s Blight Efforts 
 
http://www.businessweek.com/news/2013-05-30/detroit-survival-depending-on-destruction-of-
housing-mortgages     June 3, 2013 Bloomberg 
 
http://www.annarbor.com/news/ypsilanti/demolition-of-ypsilanti-townships-liberty-square-
townhome-complex-to-begin-within-3-weeks/    Ann Arbor News, May 20, 2013 
 
http://www.themorningsun.com/article/20130514/NEWS01/130519778/plans-being-made-for-
demolition-at-mt-pleasant-center    Mt. Pleasant Morning Sun, May 20, 2013 
 
http://www.annarbor.com/news/ypsilanti/first-of-liberty-squares-buildings-demolished-1/   Ann 
Arbor News, August 12, 2013 
 
http://wdet.org/news/story/082113-Detroit-Blight-Woosley/   WDET Public Radio, August 26, 
2013 
 
http://www.freep.com/article/20130826/NEWS01/308260115/About-4-000-blighted-Detroit-
buildings-being-demolished-under-52M-plan   Detroit Free Press, September 3, 2013 
 
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10151770232876855.1073741835.53714581854&t
ype=3   MSHDA Facebook page photo coverage, September 3, 2013 
 
http://www.mlive.com/news/muskegon/index.ssf/2013/09/bluffton_school_and_plumbing_s.html   
MLive Michigan, October 7, 2013 
 
http://www.mlive.com/business/mid-
michigan/index.ssf/2013/10/barth_street_property_first_ho.html   MLive Michigan, October 21, 
2013 
 
http://www.crainsdetroit.com/article/20140216/NEWS/302169966/lovelands-passion-battle-
blight#    Crain’s Detroit Business, February 17, 2014, Article on “Blexting” 
 
http://metroland.net/2014/02/20/bringing-back-the-neighborhood/   Metroland, a weekly 
publication of New York state’s capital region, written by Michigan’s 5th District Congressman, 
Dan Kildee 
 
http://www.miningjournal.net/page/content.detail/id/595598/Sawyer-demolition-project-
highlights-county-land-bank-year.html?nav=5006   The Marquette Mining Journal, March 3, 
2014 
 
http://wdet.org/shows/craig-fahle-show/episode/michigan-housing-detroit-blight-money/   WDET 
Radio, Detroit, The Craig Fahle Show with Executive Director Scott Woosley on the “Blight 
Fight,” March 10, 2014 
 
 
 
 

http://www.businessweek.com/news/2013-05-30/detroit-survival-depending-on-destruction-of-housing-mortgages
http://www.businessweek.com/news/2013-05-30/detroit-survival-depending-on-destruction-of-housing-mortgages
http://www.annarbor.com/news/ypsilanti/demolition-of-ypsilanti-townships-liberty-square-townhome-complex-to-begin-within-3-weeks/
http://www.annarbor.com/news/ypsilanti/demolition-of-ypsilanti-townships-liberty-square-townhome-complex-to-begin-within-3-weeks/
http://www.themorningsun.com/article/20130514/NEWS01/130519778/plans-being-made-for-demolition-at-mt-pleasant-center
http://www.themorningsun.com/article/20130514/NEWS01/130519778/plans-being-made-for-demolition-at-mt-pleasant-center
http://www.annarbor.com/news/ypsilanti/first-of-liberty-squares-buildings-demolished-1/
http://wdet.org/news/story/082113-Detroit-Blight-Woosley/
http://www.freep.com/article/20130826/NEWS01/308260115/About-4-000-blighted-Detroit-buildings-being-demolished-under-52M-plan
http://www.freep.com/article/20130826/NEWS01/308260115/About-4-000-blighted-Detroit-buildings-being-demolished-under-52M-plan
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10151770232876855.1073741835.53714581854&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10151770232876855.1073741835.53714581854&type=3
http://www.mlive.com/news/muskegon/index.ssf/2013/09/bluffton_school_and_plumbing_s.html
http://www.mlive.com/business/mid-michigan/index.ssf/2013/10/barth_street_property_first_ho.html
http://www.mlive.com/business/mid-michigan/index.ssf/2013/10/barth_street_property_first_ho.html
http://www.crainsdetroit.com/article/20140216/NEWS/302169966/lovelands-passion-battle-blight
http://www.crainsdetroit.com/article/20140216/NEWS/302169966/lovelands-passion-battle-blight
http://metroland.net/2014/02/20/bringing-back-the-neighborhood/
http://www.miningjournal.net/page/content.detail/id/595598/Sawyer-demolition-project-highlights-county-land-bank-year.html?nav=5006
http://www.miningjournal.net/page/content.detail/id/595598/Sawyer-demolition-project-highlights-county-land-bank-year.html?nav=5006
http://wdet.org/shows/craig-fahle-show/episode/michigan-housing-detroit-blight-money/
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